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ALTHOUGH much has been written the
subject ofChorea, and various remedial agents. hive
at different times been brouglt forward as cures
for that disease, still there hasibeen so little uni-
formity in the experience of the different mewbers
of the profession, in the plans proposed, that I.
believe I mpay assert, without m ich hazard of cou.
tradiction, there are but few complaints on which
the profession at large are less agreed as to the
most proper mode of treatment. It will hereafter
most probably be found, that this discrepancy has
arisen, not so much from the want of efficacy in
the several plhns and remedies that have been had
recourse to, as from some peculiarities in the cases
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or constitutbons of the patents, which nmay have
rendered them abortive ;- these peculiarities having
been either overlooked by the medical attendants,
or they were sach as our present imperfect know.
ledge of the pathology of the disease did not ena-
ble- them to discover. -However, as experience
and observation can alone form the true basis of a
legitimate pathological theory, it may yet be ad-
vantageous to add further to our record of suc-
cessful cases, and more especially if any novelty
in their symptoms or mode of treatment recom-
mends them t-o our notice. Under these conside-
rations, I have been induced to lay the following
cases before this learned Society, thinking a narra-
tion of them might prove useflil and interesting.

In the fourth volume of the Medico-Chirurgical
Transactions, there is an interesting paper relating a
case of Chorea Sancti Viti, which was cured by ar
senic. Sooa after reading this communication, an
instance of that disease came under my care. I first
adopted the p'urgative plan of treatment recom-
mended byDr. Hamilton; but finding no advantage
derived from this procedure, I was induced to make
trial of the liquor arsenicalis, and had soon the hap-
piness to find my patient rapidly recover. Since
this period I have had the management of three
other examples of the complaint, and with all of
which, pursuing the same plan, I have been equally
successfiul ; but as the pilule gambogiie composite
in Mr. Martin's case, above alluided to, was taken
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every night in addition to the arsenical solution,
it may perhaps be supposed, especially by those-
who advocate the exclusive employment of purga.
tives, that in the case which that gentleman has
brought forward, the cathartic was the principal
means of cure. In those cases, however, which I
am about to relate, no other medicine was used
than the liquor arsenicalis, nor was any change of
regimen allowed; its efficacy therefore in them
must be considered as incontroveltibly established.
They were not selected from any notion of their
being peculiarly favourable ones to submit to the
trial of the liquor arsenicalis, but were taken in-
discriminately, as the patients applied for relief.
As they comnprehend individuals of both sexes,
one of whom being arrived at the adult age, and
another having laboured under the affection in
the severest degree, they may be considered as
exhibiting a fair trial of the medicine; and will
therefore enable the practitioner to form a tolerably
correct estimate. of what mayj be expected from
arsenic in the cure of chorea. Moreover, the ef-
ficiency of such small doses will disarm the medi-
cal attendant of any dread he might otherwise
have in resortirng to so potent a remedy. By p
perusal of the cases, it will be observed, that whilst
the patients were taking the solution, the bowels
acted freely; and in the case of Elmes the peris-
taltic motion was considerably increased; indeed,
I am inclined to believe that it exerts some degree
of purgative influence upon the intestinal canal ;*
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And it does this perhaps indirectly, by stimulating
the liver to a more copious and healthy secretion
of bile, through the medium of the biliary ducts,
or by the connexion of the nerves of the stomach
and duodenum with the hepatic plexus. If, on
further trial, it should be found to have this quality
combined with such remarkable tonic powers as it
is known to possess, its extensive influence over
.chorea will be satisfactorily explained, and hence
its employment may perhaps be suggested in Qther'
diseases of debility, where there is great derange-
ment of the nervous and digestive sympt&ms. By
the foregoing observations, I by no means wish to
be understood to think the use of those, medi-
cines usually styled purgatives at all times unneces-
sary in chorea; for though more extensive expe-
rience has not entirely fulfilled the high expecta.
tions entertained of that class of medicines by the
excellent physician who first recommended them,
in the disorder under consideration, still, as auxi-
liaries, we have abundant proof of their good ef-
fects; and I believe that cases do sometimes oc-
cur, in which they are the most appropriate and
the only means necessary to cure the disease.
Nor would I have it supposed to be my intention
to disparage- * entirely exclude many other cura-
tive means of tried utility; my-object in obtruding
upon the attention of the Society, being merely
to shew the great and decided influence that ar-
senic has at least over some instances of chorea;
and that it is likely to become in the hands of in-
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teligeut practitioners a valuable addition to 'o-r
list of remedies for that troublesome complaint.;

April 30th, 1817.

Eliza Hardiman, seventeen years of age, with a
dark complexion, dark eyes and hair, has had
Chorea Sancti Viti for three menths. The usdles
of the arms are mostly affected with the irregular
and involuntary motions, but those of the trunk
and lower extremities are consi-derably under the
influence of the disease; indeed the whole body is
frequently thrown into the most grotesque atti-
.tudes. The bowels constipated; catamenia regular.
She complains of headache, pain chiefly in the
forehead; her nights are very much disturbed by
-figb4tiul dreams and by the spasms of the muscel#;
appetite good; pulse 80A

R Hydrarg Submiat. gr. .-
Pulver: -Scammonew gr. x

fiat Pulvis omni mane- umendus.

May 5th. She has taken four of the powdes,
and has been much purg.ed by them. The appea-
ance of the first evacuations from the bowels was
not attended to; they now mostly consist of naueu
from the large intestines. The com-plaint is rathwr
worse than better; th.e jactitations. bei-ng strmoger
and at all times more evidenlt.

&K%diard 12
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; . Internittater Pulvis.-
Habet m. iv. Liquoris Arsenicalis ter die.

May 7th. The involuntary motions of the mus-
dles are thought to be somewhat less violent; bowels
regular, and the stools natural. She is directed to
go on with the liquor arsenicalis, adding one drop
to each dose every day.

May 17th. The patient is so much better that
slhe is apparently getting rapidly well; fourbwn
drops of the liquor arsenicalis are now taken three
times a day. She is directed to persevere in its
use, but without increasing the dose any farther.

June d. The medicine has been continued to
the present time, in the-same dose as lastrortedm;
there are now scarcely any remains of the disease.
She is perfectly still, even whilst conversing, which
heretofore never failed for the time to produce a
slight aggravation -ofthe symptoms. THer bowels are
regular, and the motions of a good colour. She has
however passed over her usual period of menstrua-
tion, and witlhin these few days has been troubled
with a short, frequent, and dry cough. Her tongue
is slightly furred and white; appetite not so good;
pulse loo; yet, notwithstanding these symptoms,
her appearance is greatly improved since she -has
been taking the arsenical solution, and she is con-
siderably increased in flesh. The beneficial effects
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of the medicine are strikingly apparent, both in
removing the irregular and involuntary motions of
chorea, and in improving the general health; but
as the objects intended in its administration have
been obtained, it is now discontinued for the fol-
lowing:

R Mistur. Ferrn: Comp. ziss bis die sumend.
R Pil. Aloes cum Myrrha gr. viij.

Extracti Papaveris gr. v. Misce et fiant
Piluhe tres omni nocte manequesumende.

June lotb. The patient is in every respect
much better; the cough is nearly gone ; pulse 80;
appetite tolerably good; she has not had however
any return ofthe catamenia. The pills have acted
very freely upon the bowels; they were not taken
yesterday, as she thought they weakened her.
She complains that the mixture makes her sick;
she is therefore ordered to take in its stead twelve
grains of the Pil. Ferri cum Myrrh., three times
a day, drinking after them a teacupful of camomile
flower tea.

July 18th. The Pil. Ferri cum Myrrh. has been
continued ever since the last report The catamenia
have returned, and she seems in every respect
quite well. Though the solutio arsenicalis was so
early left off, there has not been any retum 4of
chorea.

,"
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CASE Ir.

Mis P.--, nine years of age, of a dark coma,
plexion, spare habit, and delicate conistitution,
was affected with chorea, September 6th, 1817.
Fear is supposed to have been the exciting cause
of the disease; one of her school-fellows having
suddenly appeared before her in a mask, at wlhich
she was greatly alarmed; and tlhough she was one
of those persons whotn on seeing, any practitioner
of experience would have supposed likely to be-
come the subject of the disorder, yet it is clearly
ascertained that previous to this circumstance she
had no symptom of the complaint, and that it su-
pervened immediately after. The free use of pur-
gatives, with the decoct. cinchonae, was tried till
the 24th, without her obtaining the least benefit;
on the contrary, the symptoms were daily aug-
menting in severity; her nights were greatly dis-
turbed, and she was incessantly in motion during
the day. Tbe function of speech was nearly ss.
pended. At tlhis period she commenced with the
arsenical solution, in doses of three drops three
times a day. On the 28tlh, but little difference
was found in the state of the patient; she was
however rather better than otherwise; it was di.
rected that the medicine should be continued in
the same dose.

Oct. 21. The solutio arsenicalis has been regu-
VOL. X. Q
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larly and sedulously taken, occasionally increasing
the doseone drop; seven are soDw taken for a dose.
A great and striking impression has been made
upon the disease; indeed the patient is at this
time so much better, that I anticipate she will soon
be able to leave off medicine.

Oct. soth. There have been no symptoms of
chorea for the last four or five days, and scarcely
any subsequent to the last report. Miss P. is now
supposed to be in better health than before the
commencement of her illness. The quantity of
-the medicine has not been increased : it is now
discontinued.

At the end of ten days the complaint again ma&
nifested itself, and the sleep as before was consi-
derably interrupted by the jactitations. The use
'of the solution of arsenic was at once resumed,
and with the happiest effects; for, in the course
of a fortnight, all the symptoms were a second
time entirely removed: but I thought it prudent,
notwithstanding the patient appeared quite weLl,
for her to persevere in the solution for some consi.
derable time longer, and it was consequently taken
five or six weeks, and then entirely omitted.

Up to this period she has remained in good
health, without experiencing the least return of
the disease.
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CASE IHII

Oct. 27th, 1817. Mary Brown is twelve Years
old, tall for her age, and of a fair complexion and
delicate constitution. This patient has been af'
fected with chorea for a considerable period, and
for the last six weeks has had it in a very violent
degree. Though the muscles on the right side of
the body are mostly under the influence of the
morbid action, yet the whole system of voluntary
muscles is subject to the jactitations, whichi during
the day are uninterrupted, and at intervals are ex.
ceedingly violent; and notwithstanding at night
the convulsive motions are less frequents yet they
often then take place to such a degree as to de.i
prive her of sleep for several nights together. To
prevent her injuring herself in the exacerbations
of the disease, persons are employed to hold her j
and at all times when out of bed it has been found
necessary to fasten her to her chair. She has a
fittuous look; and besides being wholly unable to
walk, is entirely deprived of the power of articu.
lation. The bowels are regular, and the evacua'
tions natural; tongue clean; pulse 92 and feeble*
Though she lhas been allowed to indulge in a vora-
eious appetite, she is become much thinner since
her illness. I ordered her to take the liquor ar.
senicalis, beginning with three drops three times a
day, increasing the dose one drop every day, untit
Xs much is taken as the stomach will bear,

Q 2
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Nov. Ist. She is much better; the convulsive
motions during the night are now very inconsider-
able, and her sleep is sound and as much as is ne-
eessary; even by day she no longer requires to be
tied into the chair. She has spoken once or twice.
The medicine is taken in five drop doses.

Nov. 9th. The patient is progressively improv-
ing: yesterday, for the first time, slhe walked across
the room without assistance. She begins to use
her right -hand; her speech is greatly improved,
and she is lively and cheerful. She eats heartily,
but her appetite is less voracious; the bowels con-
tinue regular, and the discharges are of a proper
colour. She now has seven drops of the solution
for a dose; and as the one taken in the morning
makes her a little sick, I have directed that the
quantity might not be increased.

Nov. 20th. The disease is so far removed that
shie is enabled to dress and undress lierself withi
ease. She walks well, and articulates with tolera-
ble fluency. The medicine continujes to nauiseate
the stomach in the morning. The same dose is
ordered to be persevered in.

Nov. 27th. The patient may nowbe considered
as quite recovered; there does not appear to be
the least symptom remaining of lher unpleasant
complaint. She is at this time working with hler
needle, and has jp&t read to me a short poem, to
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shew how perfectly she has hecovered the power of
articulation.

To prevent a relapse, I have desired that she
might continue her medicine a week longer.

CASE IV.

June 2d, 1818. John Elmes; fourteen years of
age, of a fair and florid complexion, has had
symptoms of clhorea for six weeks. Tlree years
ago he laboured under the same disease for the
space of six montlhs. During that attack lhe took
a variety of medicines, whiclh his father thinks
were but of little service to him; the complaint
hiaving, at lengtlh been got rid of ratlher by the
spontaneous operations of nature than cured by
art. He las constant involuintary and irregular
motions of botlh superior and inferior extremities;
the right side is more affected than the left; his
sleep is very much disturbed by the disease; he
has also some difficulty of articulation, and com-
plains of occasional pain of the head. The tongue
is covered slig,htly with a wlhite fur, and the pa-
pilla are somewhat elongated. He has at times
pain at the scrobiculus cordis, which however is
not aggravated by pressure or by taking food.
The bowels are said to be regular, but he does
not have more than two evacuations in three days;
appetite unustuallvyfreat; pt1lsc 80'

on9
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He is directed to take three drops of the liquor
arsenicalis three times a day, increasing the dose
one drop every other day.

June, 9th, The involuntary motions of the musr
cles are much diminished. The tongue -is still
whi ; appeite voraious. Tbhe, bowels are open
twice a day. He takes six drops of the solution
for a dose; hejs ordered to increase it as befQre,
ppoil tgn ar, taken.

June 22d., This lad continues improving. The
tongue is cleaner; pulse 76. He has regularly
three evacuations from the bowels every day.
Augment the dose as. befoq to fqurteen drops,

August Ist, The patient since his illness has
resided with his fiends at Wareham, ten M'ile-
fr9zn- Poole, but he is apprenticed to-a coach-
maker ia this town. As I hgd n9t heard of him
.ice last report, I called at his mnaster's this
mor ing to make some -inquiries after himw when
t omy surprise I found he had returned to his work
Fs ual quite well. H told me, that beinlg reco-
verd, he- came back to this place three weeks agq,
atd that he had continued his medicine till that
time in doses of ten drops, but could -mot exceqd
that quantity without becoming sick,

. Poole, Dorset,
oci. 1818.
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